
     COMMITTING OUR CHILDREN TO THE LORD 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   Dedicating or committing our children to the Lord begins with the heart and 

is strengthened through public declaration.  We must not underestimate the power of a public 

testimony. 
 

     Revelation 12:11a NIV 
 

PRINCIPLE #2   Jesus didn’t believe that children should be seen and not heard.  His 

disciples thought they were doing the right thing in keeping children from Jesus, but they 

were wrong. 
 

     Mark 10:13-16 KJV 
 

      The disciples didn’t want the children to prevent Jesus from doing His important  

     “kingdom” work.  The children were His important “kingdom” work. 
 

     Matthew 18:1-6 NASB 
 

 When asked who was greatest in the kingdom of heaven; Jesus presented a child. 
 

 Unless we are converted and be like that child, we will not enter His kingdom. 
 

 Whoever humbles himself  “like a little child” is the greatest. 
 

 Whoever receives such a child in the name of Jesus receives Jesus. 
 

 Whoever causes a young believer to stumble will receive the greatest of punishments. 
 

     Matthew 18:10 NASB      God has appointed an angel for every child. 
 

     Matthew 18:14 NIV     God does not want any child to be lost. 
 

     Jonah 4:11 NIV     God’s concern for the young and innocent of Nineveh 
 

     Matthew 10:42 NIV      
 

PRINCIPLE #3   If God doesn’t want a child to be thirsty, how much more is He concerned 

about his health, his emotions, his spiritual growth, his family life, his vocation, his future 

spouse, and his eternity? 
 

PRINCIPLE #4   God established parenting as the primary source of spiritual training for 

every young child.  The responsibility of the church is to reinforce the values given to the 

child by the parents. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:7 KJV 
 

Ephesians 6:1-4 NIV 
 

Proverbs 22:6 KJV 
 

Proverbs 17:6 NASB 



PRINCIPLE #5   Child dedication is often an early step in the teaching process by parents.  It 

is not taught in the New Testament, but follows a common practice in Old Testament times, 

notably, Elkanah and Hannah with Samuel and also Joseph and Mary with Jesus. 
 

     Numbers 3:13 NASB 
 

 Mosaic Law required both Samuel and Jesus to be dedicated to the Lord. 
 

 Mary knew Jesus to be the Son of God and Hannah took dedication to a higher level. 
 

Luke 2:22-24, 51-52 NIV 
 

     Mary’s forty days of purification were completed and they took Jesus to the temple to 

present Him to the Lord. 
 

     They offered the required sacrifice for Mary’s purification. 
 

     Joseph and Mary were blessed by the declarations and blessings of Simeon and Anna 
 

     Jesus was obedient to His parents and He grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and men. 
 

I Samuel 1:1-2 NIV 
 

     Elkanah and Hannah lived in Ramah and Elkanah was a Zuphite, a great, great grandson 

of Zuph who was an Ephraimite by location and a Levite by birth, but not a descendant of 

Aaron. 
 

     Samuel was born in Ramah, lived in Ramah, and was buried in Ramah. 
 

     Elkanah had two wives and that was a problem.. 
 

PRINCIPLE #6   Samuel became a priest.  All of the priests were supposed to come from the 

line of Aaron.  Two things are evident here: 1) Hannah’s giving of Samuel to the Lord was 

serious and without reservation and the Lord received him as such.  2) Samuel stayed with 

Eli, was trained by Eli, and was ready to take the position of priest of Shiloh upon the death 

of Eli and his two sons.  His headquarters were in Shiloh, but he lived in Ramah near his 

mother and family. 
 

     Luke 18:29-30 NIV 
 

I Samuel 1:11, 17, 20, 24-28 NIV 
 

     Hannah prayed to the Lord with tears and a broken heart and He gave her Samuel. 
 

     Hannah kept Samuel until he was weaned and then gave him into Eli’s care. 
 

     She made a new robe for Samuel every year and took it to him. 
 

II Samuel 2:26 NIV 


